
 

C i t i z e n s  w o r k i n g  t o  

r e s t o r e  C l a g g e t t  C r e e k  

t o  b e  a  h e a l t h y ,  s a f e  

n a t u r a l  e n v i r o n m e n t  

t h a t  c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  

t h e  o v e r a l l  q u a l i t y  o f  

t h e  c o m m u n i t yȭ 

Clearing invasive plants 

Planting shade trees 

Stabilizing Banks 

Improving Practice through 

Education 

Creating safe attractive space 

for people and wildlife 

I m p r o v i n g  

C l a g g e t t  C r e e k  Wa t e r s h e d  

T h r o u g h  E f f e c t i v e  

Vo l u n t e e r  P r o j e c t s 

C l a g g e t t  C r e e k  

Wa t e r s h e d  C o u n c i l 

Claggett Creek 

 Watershed Council 

P h o n e :   ( 5 0 3 ) 3 8 3- 1 2 6 5  

c l a g g e t t c r e e k w a t e r s h e d c o u u n c i l . o r g 

Claggett Creek in Keizer 

The Claggett Creek Watershed Council meets at 

5:30 pm on the first Wednesday of the month at 

930 Chemawa Rd. NE , the Keizer Community 

Center.   Anyone interested is welcome and en-

couraged to attend. 

Photo courtesy of Lyndon Zaitz and the Keizer times 

CCWC assists the City of Keizer Storm  Water 

System by attaching markers reminding everyone 

that whatever goes down the drain goes into 

Claggett Creek and the Willamette River. 



Claggett Creek collects water from and flows 

through Salem, Keizer, and portions of Mari-

on County.  The main water course is Clag-

gett Creek, but the watershed includes Labish 

Ditch and other water courses that flow into 

it.  Claggett Creek  is a tributary of the 

Willamette River connecting to the larger 

river at Clear Lake. 

Claggett Creek has limited public access, are-

as thick with invasive plants, high levels of 

bacteria, low levels of oxygen, high tempera-

tures, and high levels of Mercury from soil 

erosion.  These characteristics inhibit its abil-

ity to support fish and other wildlife, native 

plant species, and to provide a healthy envi-

ronment enjoyed by the community.   

Citizens  from Marion County, Salem and 

Keizer work together on the Watershed 

Council to plan and carry out activities that 

will address problems and improve the Clag-

gett Creek Watershed.   

Join us in working to improve Claggett 

Creek, its tributaries, and their value to our 

community.    

C l a g g e t t  C r e e k   

Wa t e r s h e d   
A lot can be done to improve Claggett 

Creek.  

Invasive plants can be removed and replaced with 

beneficial plants and trees that provide cool shade. 

Low levels of dissolved oxygen make it difficult for 

fish to breath.  Low 

oxygen levels result 

from decaying organ-

ic waste and dead 

algae.  These in turn 

come from improper 

disposal of  yard debris such as lawn clippings and from 

fertilizer runoff  which provides nutrients feeding the 

growth of algae.  These can all be addressed through 

effective education giving landowners the information 

they need to act responsibly.     

Bacteria such as E.Coli in surface 

water is a human health issue.  Clag-

gett Creek has elevated levels of 

E.Coli associated with waste from 

ducks and geese, nuisance wildlife 

such as nutria, and our very  own pets.   

Mercury , a heavy metal, occurs nat-

urally in our soils.  When soils erode 

into our waterways, mercury levels in the water rises 

making the water less safe.  Actions to stabilize banks and 

reduce construction runoff, minimizes this risk. 

Join us in working to make the Claggett Creek Water-

shed a healthy, safe area available and beneficial to the 

community.  

Actions to improve the Watershed 

 

Other entities partnering with the Watershed 

Council to improve Claggett  Creek include: the 

Mid-Willamette Watershed Alliance, West Labish 

Water Control District, the Cities of Keizer and 

Salem, Marion County, Salem Electric, neighbor-

hood associations, the Marion Soil and Water 

Conservation District, and Keizer Rotary.   


